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The urbanization of the black population is a .

; relatively recent phenomenon. Historically, mlgratlon has been the

i major source of the growth of the black population in the large

jc1tles of the ¥North, yet the migration from nonmetropolitan to
metropolitan areas has been going long enough to have established a -
substantial black population in the cities--blacks now account for
aktout 21 percent of the
higher fractions
relatively young one, as is normal for rural-urban migration, and
population growth resulting from an excess of birtks over deaths is
an increasingly important elemant in the growth of this population

The indications are that the black population of the central

I\

tctal for central cities, and subsuantially
in soms of them. The migrant population is a

a rate less than that during the late

nonmetropolitan areas to the central cities is greater than that from
the central cities to nonmetropolitan areas. The volume of movement
between suburban areas and nonmetropolitan areas is relatively small,
and the moves in one direction virtually offset the moves in the
other. The fprospects are that the population will become even more a
metropolitan arsa populaticn, and for the near future, it is likely

[ ,to remain primarily a population in the central cities of the larger
metropolitan areas. (Author/il)
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DuBois piommeer study, entitled The Ihiladelphia Negro., wis

The Crowth of the Blach Metvopukizats Populatio®
%

ED126223

carried unt in the Late 1890s. AL Uit time e u}ty had abont 40,600
Ncgroés whrich was a Little less thime 4 percent ol :hv Pi1y'5’t0tdl pop- -
ulation. In his ;cport, DuBois modestly suggests that Lo scceure a
trustworthy picturquE Negro city lifi:, it would be desirvable to study
Boston, Chicago, Kahsas City, Atlanta. Noew Orleans iud Calveston iu-thu
samé way as he did Philadedphia.  No doubt i similay List for 1IY70 would E
be somewhat different. -
Thatlstudy was based on interviews with louscliolds in one ward,
1t fouud‘thatxguly about one fourth of the persons 21 and over wﬁ? re-
ported their place of bixth had been born in Philadelphia or clsuwhcrc‘

in Pemmsylvamia. Accordingly. three Lourths of that mmber were migrants

e

into the city. More than half had come Lrom the ncarby states ol New. —
‘ - i - P . ’r/r - .

Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia or the bistTict of Columbia. Onc

eighth reported Lﬁaf,ihcy‘hadAé(mue rom other southern states. That

e

. migration was largely a migration of individuals Tathcér than of Familics -
83 percent of the children under 10 had been born in Philadelphia.  Dubois
reported that there was evidence of migration by stages, with migrants

Crom sonthern states passing through Norfulk, Richmond, Washington and

- Baltimore on their way to Philadelphia.  Although hiladelphia had long

Thad Negro residents, a lavge share ol them at the time of-this study--

s . -

Clé 265 "

were migrants Lrom other areas.

* Presented at the W.E.D. DuBois Institute For the Study of the American
Black, Atlanta University, October 3-5, 1974,

VD
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of Penusylvania, Uhiladelphia, 1899, xx £ 520 pp.

O  William T, Mosher assisted with the preparation of this paper.
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Lighty yeiurs later, in 1970, there were 054,000 black residents
in Philadelphia, absut one third of the toial population.  The majority
were long time residents of the city. About three Filths of then had been
born in Pemsylvania and approximately one fourth xreported i birthplaée
in the South. Mowever, the southern born persons were not recent migrants.
More than f?ur fifths of them had been living in Philadelphia for at least

-
- . . -
five years. Natural increase was the source of about three fourths of.
- ~

the growth between 1960 and 1970,

listorically, migration has been the major source of the growth
bf the black populativn in the lapgé cities of the North. In discussing
the black population of New York City in 1932, Kiser could. write:

"Harlem is a city of Negro migrants. Few of the adults living
in New York's black belt are natives of Manhattan and few are
white. Some of the dusky inhabitants came directly from the
West Indies, from the Azores, and even from Africa. But for
the most part, the grown-up black folk who-walk Lenox and
Seventh Avenues above 125th Street ougprrod the furrows in

the cotton fields of the South."? o

-~
-
P

llere too, there was a.significant change py”197o, for at the latter date -
only about one fourth of the blacks 1iyfhg in the cif} had ‘been boxn in
the South. No doubt ﬁany of those migrants had come Lrom urban vather

than rural areas in the South, and a large proportion has been living in
the ‘¢city for some time. s © -
Today a larger proportion of the black than of the white pop-

ulation live ia metropolitan areas. Three fourths of the black population

2. Clyde kiser, Sea lsland to City, Columbia University Press, New York.

1932, 272 pp. )
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of thp United States are living in mutr.np:n'l.‘i L aiveas. the great agjorits
within- the central citics il not in the §l|!t1:x'i).;. L i3 a0 Large-cigy
pupuL-utimn, in contrist to the white poprdation: the propartion Living i
the central cities ol the metropaLlitan Areds i L'.:irn e lxli;.;ll amony the -
black i among the white p -g:xx-i.:lti::xx. S the Sosth ad bBest moee Lhan

w0 purccutxu[ tie b1-'u:i-. puyiz].u"(inu in in i;u:tl'np-!.lil-lll dreds. and even isn

the South the 1970 Censns shows that hall of the blach population wias in

metropolitan arcas.  fn that region the metropolitdn areas had abont the

-
¥

siie [’1'(-;)(;1'1:1-;()" af e:.'lli—t’«::a i blachs. but the central cities had o sub- .
stantially lhigher proportion of !:il,:u:l«'.s than ol whites,

The urbanization of the black pnpnl.l,_t Il:T;ﬁ .I;E(:l—:at\;c]y “Frzcent
phml'unu;uon. At the begiuning of the century, vhen some. 905 of the black
population wis Living in the South. three Fmrths of the black residents
lived in rural aycas.  The black population of the North Tars c;)llziistclltl)'
been p):c(lcnnina'nl,ly erbat.  As m.:ccntly as 1940 more th.mr halfl the bil.;lcl\
P‘)[;lllilt'j.:)ll was sLill classilied as ruxal. {;t wirs 1960 iml,’um more than
half the Soufhern black p()p;ll«'l‘l.ioll Wils livi.x'u.{" in urban ayveas. When the
Urban League was Fonnded in 1911, one of i.t:.;‘ citrly concerus Wis Lo dasist
the rural migrants in the big cities in mnlxgj'.ng the necessary adjustments.
The movement northward wlvicl was st'i.u:u].ui.«:(; by World War J and subseguent.
dcvclopulcnts vas essentially a uu;v«:mu:nt juto the 'i)i,;.-; 7(-1'1 ies ol the North,
When large mmbers began to go west, they too focussed on the biyg citics.

c 1 .
AL the siame time, there was o significant migration Drom the vurdl areds

of the South into its growing metropolitan centers.

I3
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Between 1900 and 1920 the black population ol the central cities
within the SMSAs of 1900 increased by 86 percent. During tihe neat twenty
years, ending in 1940. the rate of iucreast was almost 35 1argc. But
during the 20 years ending in 1900 their numbers more than doubled. in-

“creasing by 123 percent.  ‘The white population in these cities was also
growing but much less rapidly. | |

Between 1960 and 1970 the black pobulution of central cities
inc;eased by 3.3 million persons (35 percent). This increase more Uhan ,
offset “"¢ loss of whites from thcsg areas during theodecade and, as a
group, these cities coqtinucd Lo iﬁc;éasé their popuiltiou, th;ugh many
individual cities, cspecidily the larger oncs, 1o;t population. The rate
of incrcaée wils grcatcst>iu the large cities; those with a population of
1 million or more’increased their black population by 40 percent, which

w;s double the rate of growih in the cities with féwer than i miliion
inhabitants. The Census Burcau estimates that the hlack population of
central cities ¢ontinued to increase between 1970 and ;9;3, growing by
about 5 percent but that during the same period the white population of
thes; citips declined by n;arly 5 percent,

Between 1960 and 1970 the national rate of iucreaSc was
exceeded iJ the.Northeast and West. The rate in the Noxth Central States

-

was approximately cqual to that for the nation as a whole, but that of

7

the central cities in the South was signilicantly less than the national.

rate:” There were substantial increases in the black population of central

-

cities in ncarly cvery State which includes a Standard Metropolitan

Statistical Area except fLor Alabama and South Dakota. In South Carolina

-
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the increase amounted to less than 1 percent. Decredses in the black
population outside the metropolitan areas wexe reported for nearly every
State. ‘
Obviously chunécs of these magnitudes involved a substmitial
amount of redistribution of the population. IMmigrati;n of blacks Lrom
Bihcp countries during these decades was tuo small to have auy significant
numerical impact. Even in New York City only about 5 percent of the
LT black population had come Lrom abroad between 1905 and 1970. But the
migratiop from non-metropolitan to metropolitan areas has been going on

long enough to have established a substantial black population in these .

>

cities ~ blacks now account for about 21 percent of the total for central
cities, and substantially higher Fractions in sa@c of them. The migrant
. pupnlufion is a relatively young one, as is normal lbr’rérﬂl—urbuq=
migrétion, and population grpwth resulting Lrom an excess of births over,
deaths is an increasingly important element in the growth of this popula;' L s
tion group. In 1970; 53 percent oftthe black population in the Central
Cities were uudér 95 years of age - for thb‘whitc p&pulutinn ithe comparable
percentage wéé 421 CUnvcrseiy, 23 percent of the white, but only 13
percent of the black populatfbﬁ in the central, Bities were 55 ycars old ,
N\ 0L over:
N, .
™ Although there was a substantial migration Lrom non-metropolitan
to metropolitan arcas, more than half of the ineroase was the result of
the cxécss ol births over deaths duriu;‘thc decade. Fox the Northeastermn

States, net migration contributed somewhat md}c than the excess of births

over deaths. But for the metropolitan arcas of the North Cautyal®states,

o .
- U




. . .
the excess of births over deaths in the black pupulation was greater than

the net migration by a third. In the Southern metropolitan arcas the gain

2 -
by naturdl incredase was almost ten times as much as that by net migration.

For the Ccutrul cities with more than a quarteyr of a million
blacks 1n 1970, the gdlﬂb between 1960 dud 1970 were generally so large

thdt net migration played an 1mpoltdut Lolc in thc growth, but the

-~

situation was not uniform.

'
z

Black population  Percent ol Inercase Percent gain

- in 170 1000-1970 by natural

C increase
without migration

-

New York B 1,608,175

53.3 23.4
Chicago -~ 1,102,620 35.6 24.9 ;
Detroit 060,428 -37.0 18.0
Philadelphia 653,791 23.0 17.8
Washington T 537,712 30.5 21.5
Los Angeles Long-Beach 503,600 40.4 26.0
Baltimore . 420,210 32.0 . 20.0
Houston 316,551 47.2 . 28.3
Clevelund N 287,841 14.7 } 16.8
New Qrleans - 267,308 . 14.2 19.4
Atlanta = 255,051 37.1 19-.7

St. Louis, 254,191 18.8 : 19.5

© . ‘The increases in Cleveland, New Orlcaﬁé and St. Louis were cu-
tirely duc to the excess of birihs over deaths, for during the decade cach
of these three cities had a very small net out-migration of blacks. The
contributions of natural incrcase and migration were opproximately cqual
in Atlanta, Détruit, llouston and Lus Aungeles. Natural increase accounted
for approximatcely two thifds of the g rowth in Baltimore, Chicago,
‘Philadelphia aud Washington. New Yo;k is the only city infthis group in

which the gain by migration substantially exceeded that by natural increasc.
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A part of-the migration of blacks.to New York cime Lrowm other comtries.

*  In nearly all other cities with a black pupuidtion ol 100,000
or more, the increase duc to the excess of births over deaths wis greater
than or approuximately cqual to thu‘incicusc duc 1o migration,

The sit&utiun in fhc 1960's is a relatively new one for most
of these large citics. Jlowever in New York net migration was the dominant
element in cach of the aecades, 1940-1950, 1950—1960, and 1960-1970.  In

Baltimore, Chicago, Clevelaud, Detroit, Houstun, Los Angclus. Fhiladelphia,

and sthlngtou. net ml”]dtlun was the dominant clement in the two dcgndc

preceding 1900. In Atlanta, net migration was dominant in the 1950s, but\

not in the 1940s. In St. Louis, howcve),J4hL udturdl inercase ol the

black pupulﬁtiyu~was the dominant element in the growth of that city's

black populdtlou in each of the three deciades?t

The rdtc of migration £rom non mctlopolltdn tu mutrupulxtan aveis
was 1ess dulAng the 1960s than it had becn during the 1950s and 1940%.
\

There are %fdications that there has coutinued to be some nct mlgrutlon A

-~

of blacks to central .cities in the ecarly years of the 1970s, -and there

was a net migration from non metropolitan areas as a whole for the period

March 1970-Maxch 1973. The indicatious ave that the black population of

\ —

the central cities is increasing, though at a rate ‘less than that during
\ i

the\1%60s, anu that it will continue to indrease, Lven il there were to
be no net migration into these larger cities, the rate of natnial. increase
of the black population aud the potential Lor further -inercase is high

cnuugﬂ to sustain continued growth of that sectoxr of the population,




/

In every city which has 100,000 black residents Qr move, the
‘number of children ever born to black women by the end of the childbearing .

period is higher than the number needed to yeplace the population. In

most instanues This number indicates a substantial potential Lox increasc

ol the population. These rates are consistently higher than the rates

for the whité population of the same cities. The age cdmposition in 19&0
was such ihqt'coutinuud incrcase of the population in the prime child-
Bﬁaring agcs:is assured through the 1970s, barring substatial migration
wout of these eities. As the women who were between 20 énd 29 years of

. gkp move into their thirties, they will be replaced by a largexr number

of wQTen, i.e. thosc who were 10-19 years old in.1970. The increase,

assuming no net migration, is relatively small for New York and Washington,

F;.bﬁt‘if is‘abov e 10 percent for Atlanta and Los Angcics-Lung Beach, and
it approaches 25 percent in louston. It is between 25 and S0 percent for i

Baltimore, Chicago. Detroit, New Otrleans, and Philadelphia and exceeds

"SO percent in Clévclauq and St.‘Louis. As this larger cohort ol women

- moves into the prime childbcarigg years, they can reasonably be expected

to contribute enough births to maintain an exeess of births over deuths,
particularly in view of the relative laek of clderly persons in the .

black population of these central cities.” A similar comparison of the

age cohorts, 20-29 and 10-19 for otheyr cities with at least 50,000 blacks

’
-

indicates a substantial increase ol persons in their iwéntics between

- - -3

-

1970 and 1980. Fn most of théﬁg\cities the increase would be more than

25 pexcent, with a substantial nunibeyr showing gains of 50-74 percoeut.

-




-

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Ed
-9 o
? .

In Birmingham and Charleston, $.C., under the conditions stated, the
4

increase would be in excess of 75 percent, and in Mubile, Alabama, there

1

would be almost a duubling of that age group in the ten year peribd.' The

expected growth rates for this a%e group axe cspecially high in Lhé Sou*ne™r

d

cities.

Forccasts for individual cﬁtius are especlially subjéct to crrof;
birth r&tcs could drop sharply, espceially among the women in their e;rly'
twenties, and some cities might‘bc subjected to cspeyiallfﬂhigh rates of
migration, in or out. If the suburbs were toibcche‘ucccssibchto‘morc
black residents the numbers in the centré} citivs could be affected. The
CensPs Burcau reports that ﬁéfggen March 19?0 and yurch 1973 thc‘NOVCMéHt
of blacks ffﬁm central citics t; éubufbs was somewhat larger than the
movement of blacks [rom suburbs to the central cities, 554,000 cuﬁparcd ’
with 491,000, These numbers are rclativcly_smq%l, considering the base
ﬁopulafions inQolved, and are subject to some sdmpling and rcpogting

errors. They do not indicate any siguificant change Crom the patterns

observed in the past. The rate of increase of the suburban black popula-

tion since 1970 was about the same as tho rate of increase of the white

f

population in these areas. The two rates of growth were also approximitely
Rk o v )

the same- in the . 1960s. 1h~ result is that the proportion of suburban

- t‘/ . .
populatiops which are black has remained virtually unchanged, at neaxly

«

S percent.

The migration From uon metropolitan areds to the central cities
was greater than that Lrom thie central cities to.non metropolitan areas.
- : r

< - ~

10
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The volume of movement between suburban arcas and non metropolitan areas

was relatively small @nd the moves in one direction virtually offset the .

moves in the other. . ‘
Birth rates are falling for both the black imd the white popula-~

3

tion; and the pool ol potential migrants in the rural South has been

shaxply reduced by the rigrations of thc pdbt _ Migration from non-metro-

- .
W /
1

politan to metropolitun areas has been less in recent yeuars than in
: 4

§
. . : [ . .
carlier periods. Nouetheles§, there is reason to expect the black popula-
tion of the larger cities to xpntinue Qo increasp. ‘The relative youth

of the black population of the central cities, and ‘the normal increase

in the number of persons in prime childbearing ages give a basis for

-,

expecting a qbntinued excess of births over deaths in the black population

of these cities. This alone will Bena.subsfantial source of increase
f g

of their black population., Some blacks undoubtedly. will parallel the

. - &

white outmigration to the suburbs., There is evidence of a recent small

net ’higration of blacks From the North and West to the South. Nevercheless,
. . v

natives of large cities in the past have shown a significant resistance °
toj;ny movement intg rural areas, an there is no basis for assuming
that the black natives of large cities will react differently.

£ 4

- ’ . The majority of the bluck populations in the large cities were

" born in the State in which they live. For exampléj two thirds of the black
residents of Philadelphia were boxn in Pcnnsylvania. Only in Los Anbeles,
among the 6 largest black populations, does the -proportion who were born

in the State of residence fall below 50, to 42 percent, The majoxity‘gf .

the black residents of these eities have lived in the same cily for some
’ s/

time. More than ninety percent of the Southerh born hdads of fami%ies
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who 5?: residents of New York, Philadelphia and Chicago were living in
tﬁ;;x cities .in 1905; for Detroit and Washington the proportions are
. N - ! u - ) - .
nearly 90 percent. and oply in. the casd 3} Los, Angeles dees it drop as
. s .. .
o ’ . . . N ./‘5 ./‘ . g . . "
low as 83 percent. fhis degree of residential stability gives further
: I8 e BN ] y - .
support to the expectation that black populations of these cities are

v

3 y £ .. . . ' .
well established in their present citiés of residence. They and their

2 -

descendants are likely to be .the major source of future growth. )
K . ‘.’ .
This relatively youthful_populutiogwhﬁs a highex fortility \\\i‘

rate than that of their white counterpurts(iﬁ the cities. Among ever
# k1 . .

married women 15-24 years old, for example, the number of chiLdren ever

born is 13-41 percent above that for the city as a whole in the 6 cities

with large black populations. ‘The higher level of fextility, EOUpled with
a relatively large proporiion of the population ati young adult ages,

suggests a relatively large excess of births over de:ths in the immediate
. <
. ‘ - < )
future, even ghough fertility rates- generally decline. "

.

Exchange of population among SMSAs has become an important
codponent ol the streams: of migration in the United States. The black

- >
population has shared in this development. For the SMSAs with 1 million
inhabitants or more, migrants from other SMSAs were more numerous than

N [N s

. ’ .
. migrants from non metropolitan areas during the last hall of the 1960s.

Some of the newcomers to the black population ol any central city, there-

< ~

fore, are persons who came Lrom another central city, and, ouly & fraction

. N

ol the newcomets are persons who came directly from non metropulitan arcas.
1 - e

P

. . . o - 7 P
Migration from non metropolitan areas to the central citdes
@

N ) M :’ - -
was at one time the major source of growth of the black populatior in those

- .
2
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The 1967 Sur:ey of Economic Opportunity provides furtier

-

evidence regardimg the extent to which the black population o} oo

<« <
central cities is imligenous to those arcas Cladys howles
- - *

and-her colleagues have divided residents o’ tihese cities into

those who are of wurban origin and thése who are of rural origin.

Residents o3 :rban orie inclwde i ent o - e 1o the ceniral

E . ’

c}ties from other urban places as well as persons who have always
lived in these areas. Among the black family heads the number who

‘report an urban origin is about three timwes as rumerous as those who

x .

report a rural origin. For all persons 14 .. .d over the number of per-

-+

sons of urban origin is 3.7 times that of -Lthe number who report
a rural origin. It is higher for those persons who are 17-29

years old. For the age group 14-16 years uld the ratio is nearly
t - .
17 persons of urban origin for evety person who reporled a rural
origin. The fact that migrants have gone to the larger central

- ,(. - . ,- . .

cities in preference to the smaller ones is reflected in the fact
//“ ’; ',

Chat the ratio of "indigenous" urban residents to rural migrants

. - . . ; .2
in these cities is highest in the smaller .central cities.

-~ ’5
2. Gladys Bowles, A. Lloyd Bacon, and P. MNeal Ritchey. Poverty
’ Dimensions of Rural Lo Urban Migration. Econgnic Research
Service Statistical Bulletin 511, Washington, D.C., 1973

«

.

Q , . - ]_E} ‘ . . .
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large cities. However as the migrant populatior lus become estiblished

in the cities. they have also contributed to city grosth throngl an
- - 2 . .
excess of births over deaths.  Natural increasce rather U migrat ion was

“the more inportimt source of growth of the blaci. contreal, vity papulation

in the 1900s.  Lven with the deelining rate of aizvation into these

cities, their black population is Likely to invcrease. Lor they are Likely

to continue to hawe a  significant excess of births over doaths,  Mope
il

than three Fourths of the black  populetion non Lives in metropolitan
wwreas, primarily in the central citics,

Rural popillations become wrxban popelationg move readily Gan

-

mbmlpthwhmsmecmﬁ»nnﬂlpthmhms. The praspects are 1hat
the black population 311 become even more o metyopolitan wrea population. ———
- N ;_‘;_;er‘"

aed Lor the near Mutore it §s Likely 1o romais psimd»i]&/g#pﬁﬁﬁizi}un in
s

the central citios of the Lavger metropolitin e T, Migration frao

e Tae -

non metropolitin and essentially yural aveas will Dee ol less Tupor tance

in this process than it was in the pasi.’ ;

ERIC
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